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Agenda

● Corporate Scholarship Clearinghouses
● Institutional Scholarships

○ Merit & Holistic 
● Community Based Organizations
● Opportunities for Underserved Students
● Western Undergraduate Exchange (WUE)



Scholarship Clearinghouses: Most Reputable

● Search lists of millions of scholarships by choosing a category or get matched to 
college scholarships you are eligible for.

● Fastweb, FinAid, The College Board, Appily, Peterson’s, Scholarships.com, Unigo, 
Going Merry, Niche, Sallie Mae, Scholarship Owl, Scholarships360, RaiseMe

https://www.fastweb.com/
https://finaid.org/scholarships/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/bigfuture-scholarships
https://www.appily.com/
https://www.petersons.com/scholarship-search.aspx
http://scholarships.com
https://www.unigo.com/match/quiz/scholarshipexperts
https://www.goingmerry.com/
https://www.niche.com/colleges/scholarships/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_id=go_cmp-19644522669_adg-144491591903_ad-647370802481_kwd-318219883835_dev-c_ext-_prd-_mca-_sig-Cj0KCQjw97SzBhDaARIsAFHXUWCbfTpKxvoctURJRYw_PUTO5tTtIwuFsTeLCbsFQDvz9GCiaJyj7PEaAr2DEALw_wcB&k_cca=PleaseAssignDimCat&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjw97SzBhDaARIsAFHXUWCbfTpKxvoctURJRYw_PUTO5tTtIwuFsTeLCbsFQDvz9GCiaJyj7PEaAr2DEALw_wcB
https://www.salliemae.com/scholarships/search/
https://scholarshipowl.com/?transaction_id=10289a8cb36a369a8655e6bdc8cfb3&offer_id=24&affiliate_id=1775&aff_sub&aff_sub2&aff_sub3&aff_sub4&aff_sub5&gb=%7Bgb%7D&gclid
https://scholarships360.org/
https://www.raise.me/
https://www.unigo.com/scholarships/our-scholarships
https://www.raise.me/


UNIGO

● Create a Profile 
● The more information you fill out, the more specific scholarships you’ll be matched 

with 

https://www.unigo.com/match/quiz/scholarshipexperts


Scholarship Websites Should Not…

● Charge a Fee
● Request Unusual Information
● Ask for Your Bank Account Number 
● Award a Scholarship You Did Not Apply For 
● Send a Scholarship Check 
● Offer Guarantees 
● Claim Exclusive Access or High Success Rates 
● Have an Unprofessional Appearance 



Institutional Scholarships

● An institutional scholarship is a type of scholarship that comes directly from 
an individual college or university. Instead of scholarships that come from 
organizations that you can use at any campus you want to attend, you must 
use these scholarships at the college that offers them. 

● You can search for scholarships at each school’s website

https://www.unlv.edu/#


Ex: UNR, Merit Scholarships

https://www.unr.edu/financial-aid/scholarships/first-year-scholarships
https://www.unr.edu/financial-aid/scholarships/first-year-scholarships


Ex: Miami University (Ohio) , Merit Scholarships 

https://miamioh.edu/admission-aid/costs-financial-aid/scholarships.html


Ex: Univ. of Southern California (USC), holistic scholarships 

https://admission.usc.edu/cost-and-financial-aid/scholarships/


Ex: Vanderbilt University, holistic scholarships

https://www.vanderbilt.edu/scholarships/


Millennium Scholarship Requirements  

● To receive the benefits of the Governor Guinn Millennium Scholarship (GGMS), 
students must enroll in an eligible institution of higher education in Nevada and meet 
the following requirements
○ Graduate with a Nevada high school diploma
○ Earn at least a 3.25 GPA (weighted or unweighted) or a qualifying test score of 

1070 on the SAT or 21 on the ACT. 
○ ACT superscores are not accepted. Only composite scores from a single test date 

will be considered.
○ Complete the following core curriculum: 4 units in English, 4 units in Math 

(including Algebra II or higher), 3 units in Science, 3 units in Social Science or 
History

https://www.nevadatreasurer.gov/ggms/ggms_home/


Other Resources

● Student or Family member employment
○ Smith’s, firefighters, police, casinos, etc. 
○ Many offer scholarships to non-employees for example the Henderson Firefighters Benevolent Association 

Memorial Scholarship 

● National Society of High School Scholars & other honor societies 
● Chamber of Commerce(s)

○ Asian, Urban Chamber of Commerce, etc. 

● Benevolent Societies
○  Lion’s Club, Kiwanis Club

● Public Education Foundation (PEF)  
● Community Based Organizations 

○ Ex: Coca-Cola, Jack Kent Cooke, AXA Achievement, The Gates Scholarship, Horatio Alger, Chick Evans, 
Kenny Guinn, Jo Marshall, Bruce Fishkin

https://thepef.academicworks.com/opportunities/13511
https://thepef.academicworks.com/opportunities/13511
https://www.nshss.org/membership/
https://lvacc.org/scholarship-requirements-and-application-procedures/
https://www.urbanchamber.org/scholarship-application/
https://thepef.academicworks.com/
https://www.coca-colascholarsfoundation.org/apply/
https://www.jkcf.org/our-scholarships/young-scholars-program/
https://www.college-financial-aid-advice.com/axa-scholarship.html
https://www.thegatesscholarship.org/
https://horatioalger.org/scholarships/
https://wgaesf.org/a-life-changing-opportunity
https://nvigate.gov/programs/kenny-c-guinn-memorial-scholarship/
https://washoerepublicanwomen.com/jo-marshall-scholarship
https://brucefishkinscholarshipfund.com/


Programs for Underserved Students 

Many of these GPA, Test Score, extra curricular involvement, intended major, 
ethnicity, socio-economic status, housing status, and/orfirst-generation status and 
are connected to unique scholarship opportunities.

● Questbridge
○ QuestBridge connects high-achieving students from low-income backgrounds with a thriving 

community and transformative educational, career, and life opportunities that help propel 
them to lives of fulfillment, meaning, and purpose.

● Bridges Program through Miami University in Ohio  
● College Greenlight 

○ The nation's largest community of professionals supporting and recruiting first-generation, 
lower-income, and historically underserved students

https://www.questbridge.org/apply-to-college
https://miamioh.edu/visit-miami/bridges-program/index.html
https://eab.com/solutions/college-greenlight/


Western University Exchange

● The Western Undergraduate Exchange (WUE) is an agreement among WICHE’s 
16 member states and territories, through which 160+ participating public 
colleges and universities provide steep nonresident tuition savings for Western 
students.

● Through WUE, eligible students can choose from hundreds of undergraduate 
programs outside their home state, and pay no more than 150% of that 
institution’s resident tuition rate. 

● To see if your student’s GPA, Test Scores, and intended major qualify for WUE 
tuition, check the WUE Savings Finder online. 

https://outofstatecollegefairs.org/w-u-e-four-year-universities/
https://outofstatecollegefairs.org/w-u-e-four-year-universities/
https://www.wiche.edu/tuition-savings/wue/wue-savings-finder/


How to Write a Financial Need Letter 

● Short Essay (150-300 words) 
● Items to Include: 

○ If you belong to an underrepresented group at college, such as being part of an 
ethnic minority or the first in your family to attend college.

○ Any relevant family circumstances, such as having parents who are immigrants or 
refugees, your parents’ occupations, and the number of family members they 
support financially

○ How you are currently funding your college education, including any personal 
contributions like working student jobs

○ Any financial challenges your family is facing, such as a parent recently losing their 
job

○ How the scholarship would benefit you, including your academic and career goals 
(if word count permits).



Sample Financial Need Letter 

To the scholarship committee, 

I need financial assistance to attend college as a high school student from a low-income family. Despite my parents' support, their 
limited income means I receive minimal financial aid. To lessen their burden, I have been working part-time while maintaining my 
studies. However, with the rising costs of college tuition, my financial challenges have increased. As a future Biology major aspiring 
to become a physician, I want to dedicate more time to my studies, which are crucial for my future career. Unfortunately, financial 
strain may reduce my ability to fully engage with my coursework and extracurricular activities. Therefore, I would deeply appreciate 
financial support to help me pursue my college education.

Receiving this scholarship would significantly impact my studies at XYZ University. It would allow me to work fewer hours and focus 
more on my education. Additionally, the scholarship would enable me to participate in community service projects and explore my 
potential in helping others. It would also provide opportunities to attend academic conferences and stay updated on the latest 
advancements in the field of medicine. Ultimately, this scholarship would motivate me to achieve academic excellence and succeed 
in my goal of becoming a physician.

Sincerely, 



What questions do you have?


